
 

1 
 



 

 



 

 

A Message 
from the CIW Advisory Board Chair and Deputy Chair 
 
 
Dear Fellow Canadians, 
 

We are living through complicated times in world economics, leaving many feeling uncertain 
about what the future holds.  Canada seems to be faring better than many countries, which 
raises the question: is this true and if so, why?   
 

Asking these questions highlights a weakness in how we currently measure the wellbeing of our 
country.  Up until now, we have relied on Gross Domestic Product (GDP) as the sole indicator of 
how our nation is doing. As robust a tool as it is, the GDP only tells us about the economy; not 
about our people, our environment, our democracy, or other aspects of life that matter to 
Canadians.  
 

The hallmarks of a good quality of life, in a country as prosperous as Canada, range from the 
right to the best public education and health care protection our tax dollars can buy, to the 
ability to balance work with family needs, to take the kids out to a ball game, to be able to 
afford a home and a vacation, to spend time with our grandparents, to volunteer in the service 
of others, to walk free of fear when the sun goes down, to live in a country committed to a 
cleaner environment, to know that having a say in shaping our future is really a reflection of 
how free we are and how strong our democracy truly is.  
 

Are all citizens enjoying the same access to wellbeing? And is it the highest possible standard of 
wellbeing? ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ 
century. 
 

ThŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ LƴŘŜȄ ƻŦ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ό/L²ύ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘŜ 
index built to measure the wellbeing of the real life of our citizenry. Today, for the first time in 
our countryΩs history, we have a transparent picture of how our quality of life ς in all of its many 
dimensions ς is changing. The CIW calculates not just how our economy is faring, but more 
importantly how our people and communities are faring. This will help governments at all levels 
make evidence-based policies that are responsive to the needs and values of Canadians. And, it 
will empower citizens to hold government accountable for achieving progress. 
 

Already recognized as a global leader by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD), the CIW is a made-in-Canada innovation that we are proud to launch into 
the world. 
 

         
The Honourable Roy J. Romanow The Honourable Monique Bégin 
P.C., O.C., S.O.M., Q.C. P.C., FRSC, O.C. 
Chair, CIW Advisory Board Deputy Chair, CIW Advisory Board  
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http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/01/02/gdp_a_brief_history
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/01/business/worldbusiness/01iht-gdp.4.15791492.html




















http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consumption_(economics)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_private_domestic_investment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_spending
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Export
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Import
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2009/oct/23/recession-what-is-gdp


http://library.bea.gov/u?/SOD,888








http://www.ciw.ca/






































































http://www.ccsd.ca/factsheets/economic_security/poverty/index.htm






http://www.ciw.ca/




http://www.ciw.uwaterloo.ca/
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