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Measuring what matters



A Message
from the CIW Advisory Board Chair and Deputy Chair

Dear Fellow Canadians,

We are living through complicated times in world economics, leaving many feeling uncertai
about what the future holds. Canada seems to be faring better than maugtiges, which
raises the questionis this true and if so, why?
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Asking these questions highlights a weakness in how we currently measure the wellbeing of our
country. Up until now, we have relied on Gross Domestic Product (GDP) as the sole indlicator o
how our nation is doing. As robust a tool as it is, the GDP only tells us about the economy; not
about our people, our environment, our democracy, or other aspects of life that matter to
Canadians.

The hallmarks of a good quality of life, in a courdsyprosperous as Canada, range from the
right to the best public education and health care protection our tax dollars can buy, to the
ability to balance work with family needs, to take the kids out to a ball game, to be able to
afford a home and a vacatioto spend time with our grandparents, to volunteer in the service
of others, to walk free of fear when the sun goes down, to live in a country committed to a
cleaner environment, to knowhat having a say in shaping our futuiereally a reflection of
how free we are and how strong our democracy truly is.

Are all citizens enjoying the same access to wellbeirgPis it the highest possible standard of
wellbeing?¢ KA &4 A& 2yS 2F [/ IFyFTRFEQ&a Y2ad FdzyRIFYSyidl
century.
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index built to measure the wellbeing of the real life of our citizefigday, for the first time in

our countrny@ history, we have a transparent picture of how our qyatit life ¢ in all of its many
dimensionsc is changingThe CIW calculates not just how our economy is faring, but more
importantly how our people and communities are farifidhiswill help governments at all levels

make evidencédrased policies that areesponsive to the needs and values of Canadiang, it

will empower citizens to hold government accountable for achieving progress.

Already recognized as a global leader by the Organisation for Econorupe@iion and
Development (OECD), the CIW madein-Canada innovation that we are proud to launch into
the world.
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http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/01/02/gdp_a_brief_history
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/01/business/worldbusiness/01iht-gdp.4.15791492.html






























http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consumption_(economics)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_private_domestic_investment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_spending
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Export
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Import
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2009/oct/23/recession-what-is-gdp



http://library.bea.gov/u?/SOD,888












http://www.ciw.ca/









































































































http://www.ccsd.ca/factsheets/economic_security/poverty/index.htm
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http://www.ciw.uwaterloo.ca/
mailto:info@ciw.ca







